DFA'ELOPMENT OF PARENT SUBSTITUTES
altogether surprising to find much the same conflict of tenden-
cies centering about the new relatives acquired by marriage
as that which formerly centred round the relatives by blood.
Thus on the one hand we find among primitive peoples the
same taboos and avoidances practised in the one case as in
the other. In some places, for instance, a man may have no
dealings with some or all of the members of his wife's family,
nor a wife with those of her husband's1. On the other hand
a number of practices indicate that connections of an intimate
kind between relatives by marriage are, under certain circum-
stances at any rate, regarded as permissible and appropriate.
Such, for instance, is the widespread custom of the Levirate1,
whereby a man is expected to take unto himself his deceased
brother's wife or the scarcely less frequent usage of the
Sororate1 whereby a man marries his deceased wife's sister
— practices which seem to have made their influence felt
(negatively) in our own table of relatives with whom wedlock
is forbidden, including, as this does, not only blood relatives
but relatives by marriage2.
In recent times the relationship by marriage which has
attracted most attention is that of parent-in-law and child-in-
law. In view of the complex nature of the relations between
parent and child and of the elaborate process of re-adjustment
in these relations which takes place in the course of normal
development, it is only to be expected that, when a person
suddenly acquires, as it were, new parents by the act of mar-
riage, he should experience some difficulty in establishing a
satisfactory relationship with these new parents, with whom,
unlike his own original parents, he may have had but little
time or opportunity to grow acquainted. To this general cause
tending to make the relationship between children-in-law and
parents-in-law one of difficulty, there are often added at least
three further special sources of embarrassment, to the consi-
deration of which we may perhaps profitably devote a few
words here. In the first place, husbands and wives are not
free to adjust their relations to their parents-in-law according
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1	For numerous examples see Frazer. "Totemism and Exogamy."
2	The reader will remember that in England permission to marry a
deceased wife's sister has only recently been granted.
93

